A
*qH ARTER ST. BERNARD HOME RULE

Home Rule Charter for

CHARTER COMMISSION

St. Banard Parish, Louisiana

This charter was resarchedand written bythe St. Bernard Parish
Home Rule Charter Commission membes as lisedbelow

o ——— e e e e et

Stephen Etopinal, Charman
Marvin Acosta Joseph Gallodoro Boyd Ruyfe Burton

Donna P.
Ron Chapman Larry J. Dean Mumfrey
Melanie Ottaway John Taranto Sally Wolfe

"Zeke" Zitzman

The new governrant officials wee
eleded on Noverber 16, 1991

And sworn into officeon January 13, 1992.
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CHARTER INDEX
A Secion Page

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Adopting or anendng 2-11 7

AIR QUALITY CONTROL
Responsility re 4-06© 16- 17
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Permits 403(d)1)© 14
APPOINTMENTS REVIEW BOARD
Composiion 8-01(a) 28

Duties 803 29

Operation of 802 29

Temporaly members 801© 29
Vacancies,fillin g 801(b) 29

APPROPRIATIONS. &e: FINANCES



AUDITORIUM
Operation of 408©(2) 17
AUDITS, AUDITING. See: FINANCES

B

BINGO GAMES
Permits 403(d)1)© 14

BOARDS COMMISSIONS. See: DEPARTMENTS AND
OTHER AGENCIES OF PARIH

BONDS

Bonded debt $8 24

Bonding of officers 7-05 27

Power to isse bonds 217 10

BOUNDARIES
Subject to change D3 1

BUILDINGS

Codes of telanical regulatiors

Adopted by redrence 215 9

Inspections, icensing, pemit issuance 406© 16- 17

C

CHARTER

Amending or repealing 704 26- 27
Ballot, Charter 913 32
Continuation of adions 9-01 30
Dedaration of intent 907 31

ST. BERNARD PARISH CODE

CHARTER-Contdad.

Election of officials 311 33

Fees, charges, tax léss, continuation of 303 30- 31
Gender 107 2

Home rule charter 201 1

Initial districts 914 33

Proposing anendments b 2-11(18) 7

Required approval by ettors 312 32

Schedule of trangion 9-10 32

Separabiliy 908 31

CLAIMS



Continuation of adions 9-01 30
Legal process againsparish 7-01 26

COASTAL ZONES ANDWETLANDS
Ethics board 804 et seq. 29

See: ETHICS BOARD

Parish officers and enployees 702 26

CODES OF TECHNICAL REGULATIONS
Adopted by redrence 215 9
Inspections; licensiwy; permit issuance 406© 16- 17

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT OF
Director of ommunity devdopment 406 16- 17
Appointment 406(b) 16

Quialifications 4-06(b) 16

Responsilities and dutes 406© 16- 17

Title 4-06(a) 16

COMPLAINTS
Office to handle corplaints 403(d)@) 14

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Parish officers and erployees 703 26

CONTRACTSAND AGREEMENTS

Contract construction work, supeision of 4-05© 16
Funds available for payment of contractsG4© 15- 16
Joint service agreenents 106 2

Office maraging contiacts, nonitoring 4-03(d)(2) 15
Review of ontracts 404© 1571 16

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
Operation of 408© 17

COUNCIL. See: PARISH COUNCIL

CHARTER INDEX

D

DEPARTMENTS ANDOTHER AGENCIES OF PARIH
Advisory boards and commisss 7-07 271 28
Appointments relew board 801 et seq. 2829

See: APPOINFMENTS REVIEW BOARD
Community development, departent of 4-06 16- 17



Depatment head to sew as acting president, designati of 3-08(a) 12
Direction and syervisia of 3-05(4), 401(a) 11,14
Ethics board 804 et seq. 29

See: ETHICS BOARD

Existing boards 905 31

Finance, deparnent of 404 157 16

Fire, departnent of 4-07 17

Independent audig-09 6

Investigatiors 208 6

Library 4-11 20

Managenent information servie (MIS) 403(d)@3) 15
Offices of chief admistrative officer 4-03(d) 14i 15
Other departnents 41220

Parks and recreation, departemt of 4-08 17
Personnel, deparhent of 4-09 171 18

Personnel system-10 187 19

Public works, departrant of 405 16

DEVELOPMENT
Community development, departent of 4-06 16- 17

DISCRIMINATION
Violation of Civil Rights Act 309 32

DISTRICT ATTORNEY
Compensatn 4-02(b) 14
Legal adwsor to courctil 4-02(a) 14

DISTRICTS

Councilmanic districts 201(b) 2

Initial districts 314 33
Reapportionnent 2202 3

School digrict 7-09(b) 28

Special districts

Continuation 9-02 30

Special districts, combl over 7-09 28
Water and sewerage districtsdd(d) 28

E

ELECTIONS

Council members as qualified kectors 201(d) 3
Councilman-at-large eleted by Parishwide vote 201(a) 2
Councilman elected byistrict 2-01(a) 2
Councilman-at-large residencyequirenments 201© 3



ST. BERNARD PARISH CODE

ELECTIONS-Contdd.

Councilmanic districts 201(b) 2

Disclosure requirenents candidates 201(g) 3
First eledion for officials by this Gharter 9-11 32
Initiative and referexdum 6-01 24- 25

President 302 10

Reapportionnent 202 3

Recall 602 25

Renoval by suit 603 26

Residency in district Wwere elected 201(f) 3
Residency two yas immediately preeding qualifyng for
office 2-01(e) 3

Tax proposals 217 10

EMERGENCIES

Appropriatons, emergacy 504(b) 22
Emergency ouncil meetings 207(a) 5
Emergency ordinances-24 9
Emergency prparednes#-06©(7) 17
Reconstitdion of government 708 28

ENGINEERING
Service for parish depaments ard agencies ©5© 16

ETHICS BOARD

Composiion 8-04(a) 29

Duties 806 30

Operation 805 29

Selection of nembers 804(b) 29
Terms8-040 29

ETHICS, CODE OF
Parish officers and emloyees 702 26

F

FINANCE S

Administration of operaing, capital budgets 506 23
Amendmens to operatig budget 504 22

Council powers re reduing appropriations 504(d) 22
Emergency appropriations-84(b) 22

Limitations 504(f) 22

Reduction of appropriabns 504© 22

Suppkemental appropridions 5-04(a) 22



Transfer of appropriationss-04(e)22

Annual operating ludget

Preparation ard submision of 305(5) 11
Appropriatons 211 7

Auditing, internal; office resporsible 403(d)@) 15
Bonded debt 08 24

Borrowing of money 211 7

CHARTER INDEX

FINANCE S-Contdd.

Capital budget 505 22- 23

Preparation ard submision 3-05(5) 11

Complete report on finances, admstrative actvities of
Parish 305(6) 11

Deficit spendirg prohibited; exception5-06© 22
Departrrent of finance 404 15i 16

Facsimile sigratures 509 24

Fiscal year 501 21

Incurring debt 211 7

Independent audi2-09 6

Lapse of appropriations ®7 23

Library funding 4-11(h) 20

Office handling internal auditing 4-03(d)@) 15
Operating budget, capital liget as proposed ordinancesl2(a) 8
Operating budget document83 21

Operating budget preparatioand adoption 502 21
Power to borrow moay 217 10

Purchasing 510 24

Raising revenue 211 7

Regulatng rates orother dharges for services by pahs2-11 7
Statement of revenues, expditures 305(7) 11

FINES
Imposng 2-11 7

FIRE, DEPARTMENT OF
Superintendent of fire 407 17
Appointment 407(b) 17
Quialifications 407(b) 17
Responsilities, duties 407© 17
Title 4-07(a) 17

FIRE PROTECTION ANDPREVENTION
Fire code, inspection, recommendah re 407© 17
Fire extinguishment, sahage operations ©7© 17



Investigatiors of fire ard causes D7© 17
Responsility re 4-07© 17

FIRES
Investigationof, causes D70 17

FOOD STAMPS
Administration of food samps pogram 404© 15- 16

FRANCHISE
Grant, renew or extend-21 7

FRANCHISES
Power to grant frarchises 2218 10

ST. BERNARD PARISH CODE
G

GARBAGE AND TRASH
Collection ard disposak-05© 16

GENDER
As usd in this chater 1-07 2

GIFTS AND DONATIONS
Conflict of interest 703 26

GROUP HOMES
Operation of 408© 17

H

HAZARDOUS WASTE
Disposal of 406© 16- 17

HISTORICAL PRESER/ATION
Parish historian 4-08© 17

HOUSING
Inspections, icensing, pemit issuance 406© 16- 17

HUMAN RESOURCE PROGRAMS
Federal and state resourgarogram, office handling 4-03(d)(1) 14



INFORMATION SERVICES
Office responible 4-03(d)(3) 15

INSURANCE
Office handling risk managementrelated bonding, liability,
casualty, fire, hospitaliation, life insurance 403(d)@) 15

L

LIBRARY

Director of library

Appointed by library board 4.1© 20
Appointment 411(b) 20
Quialifications 411(b) 20
Responsilities, duties 411(e)20
Salary 411(d) 20

Title 4-11(a) 20

Library board

Appoint board 411© 20
Conposition 411(g) 20

Library managed by boal 4-11(f) 20
Members appointed 4.1(g) 20
Plans, polcies, budgetd-11(e)20
Responsilities, duties 411(h) 20
CHARTER INDEX

LICENSES ANDPERMTS

Alcoholic beerages 403(d)(1) 14

Bingo games 403(d)@) 14

Feesand charges, contination 903 30i 31
Mineral exploration, seismic ativity 4-06© 16- 17
Oil and gas perma 4060 16- 17

Parades 403(d)(1) 14

Rallies 403(d)() 14

M

MAPS

Adopting or modifying official parish map 211 7

Adopting or modifying regulations for revew and approval
of plats 211 7

Adopting or modifying zoning maps 211 7

Maintenance of map reammunity deweloprent 406© 16- 17
Public works drector duties 4050 16



MINERAL EXPLORATION, SEISMICACTIVITY
Issuance ofpermits 4060 16- 17

MOSQUITOES
Mosquito control progran, operation of 4-05© 16

MOTORVEHICLES AND OTHERVEHICLES

Central facility for repair of parish governrent vehicles and
equipment 4-05© 16

MUSEUM

Operation of 408© 17

O

OATHS

Administering 2-08 6

Councilmanic failure to takeoath of office2-04(a) 4
Oaths of office7-06 27

OFFICERS AND EMA.OYEES

Appointment of dief administrative officer and all directors
of departmens 401(a) 14

Appointment, suspension, removal for just caus®3(2) 11
Attendarce 409(d) 18

Bonding of officers 7-05 27

Chief administrative dficer 4-03 14- 15

Offices under adrmmistrative authorty of 403(d) 14i 15
Chief executive offices staff 3-05(3) 11

Classfications 409(d) 18

Code of ethics 02 26

Conflict of interest 703 26

Council employees 210 7

ST. BERNARD PARISH CODE

OFFICERS AND EMA.OYEES-Contd.
Departrent of personnk4-09 17
Director of pasonnel

Appointment 409(b) 17

Duties 4090 18

Qualifications 409(b) 17

Title 4-09(a) 17

Existing full-time positios 410(e)19
Expensesreimbursement for 205 4- 5
Finance, diretor of 4-04 15- 16
Grievanceprocedures 49(d) 18



Hours of work 4-09(d) 18

Investigatiors 208 6

Leaw 409(d) 18

Legal serices 402 14

Parish courtil restrictions re appointments, removals, e&06(b) 5
Payplan 4-09(d) 18

Personnel board 99(d) 18

Appointed by ouncil 4-10© 19

Duties, responsiliities 4-10(d) 19

Terms4-10© 19

Personnel system-10 18- 19

Political activity 409(d) 19

Provisional appontment4-09(d) 19

Public works, drector of 405 16

Relationships with enployee organizationg-09(d) 19
Retirenent sytem4-09(d), 906 19, 31

Salaries 401(b) 14

Training programs, inservice 409(d) 19

OIL AND GAS
Issuance ofpermts 4-060 16- 17

ORDINANCESAND RESOLUTIONS

Action requring as ordnance 211 7

Amending or repealing any ordinances prsusly adopted 211 7
Authentication, recordabn, reproduction distribution of 2-16 9
Authority to pass 105 2

Codification 211(b) 7

Council voting on 207(g) 6

Effective date 2120 8

Emergency ordinances-24 9

Expressing anopinion, resolution as 211(d) 7

Introduction of proposed ordinaoes 212 8

Ordinances; majority vote based upon totahembership of
council 2207(h) 6

Ordinances passgby courtil restricted to one subje@-07(j) 6
Passing ordnances by favorable vote ofmajority of total
membership of council 211© 7

President veto tira limitation 3-05(10) 12

Proposed ordinances-22(a) 8

CHARTER INDEX
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS-Contdl.

Public hearing on proposed ordinances2(b) 8
Publication of final approvel ordinances 212© 8



Resolutbns; majority votebased upon coutil menbership

present 207(j) 6

Submission of ordinancs to the president 2.3 8

Title of ordinances 212(a) 8

Veto authority of president resolution shall not be subject to21(d) 7

P

PARADES, RALLIES
Permits 43(d)(1) 14

PARISH

Boundaries 103 1

Form of governnent 1-02 1

General powers D4 2

Joint service agreenents 106 2
Presidentcouncil form of govenment 1-02 1
Reconstitdion of government 708 28
Special legislative a@s 904 31

Special powers-D5 2

PARISH COUNCIL

Advisory boards and commigss 7-07 27- 28
Agenda, postig 2-07(e)6

Chairman, vicechairman 2-01(h) 3

Clerical assiséince to clerk ofcouncil 210 7
Clerk of council 210 7

Compensatin 2-05 4- 5

Composiion 2-01(a) 2

Council employees; appointment sdary 2-10 7
Councilman elected at large-D1(a) 2
Disclosure of interest D1(g) 3

District change; vacancy -D1(f) 3

Districts, courtilmanic 2-01(b) 2

Elected bydistrict 2201(a) 2

Emergency meetings-@7(a) 5

Failing or refusing to obg lawful order of 208 6
Forfeiture of office 203 4

Holding other ofice restictions 2-06(a) 5
Independent audi2-09 6

Investigatiors 208 6

Journal 2-07(d) 5

Legal advisor 402 14

Meetings and rles 2075- 6

Meetings opa to public 2-07(d) 5

Milit ary senice of council members 206(a) 5



Notary public, council member as-@6(a) 5
Oath of office failure to take 204(a) 4

ST. BERNARD PARISH CODE

PARISH COUNCIL-Contdl.

Opportunity to be heardat council meeting-07(f) 6
Ordinances and resolutions, voting on@7(g) 6
Ordinances etoed bypresident 213© 8

Powers of enforement2-18 10

Prohibitions 206 5

Qualified eledors, members as 201(d) 3
Reconstitdion of government 708 28

Residency rgquirement of councilman-at-large 201© 3
Residency two yas immediately preeding qualifyng for
office 2-01(e) 3

Residency withirdistricts eleted 201(f) 3

Special neetings 207(a) 5

Submission of ordinancs to the president 2.3 8
Temporary presiding offices 2207© 5

Term limitation 2-01.1 3

Term of members-®1(a) 2

Vacancies 204 4

PARKSAND RECREATION

Auditorium, museum operation of 408© 17
Co-operative gtensionservice operation of 408© 17
Departrrent of parks and reation 408 17

Director of parks and recreation

Appointment 408(b) 17

Quialifications 408(b) 17

Responsilities, duties 408© 17

Title 4-08(a) 17

Group hones, operation o#-08© 17

Recreational activities, facilities, direction, and supervision
of 4-080 17

PENSIONS. ®e:OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
PERSONNEL. See: -FIC ERS AND EMPLOYEES
PLANNING

Community development, departernt of 4-06 16- 17

Planning commission
Staffing for 4-06© 16- 17



POLLUTION
Air quality control 4-06© 16- 17

POPULATION
Reapportionnent 202 3

PRESDENT

Age 303(a) 10

Compensatn 304 11

Control over local agencis, special districts-D9 28
Disability 3-09 13

Disclosure of financial interest, candidates@®© 11
Election 302 10

CHARTER INDEX

PRESDENT -Contdd.

Executive authoriy 3-01 10

Forfeiture of office 306 12

Legal proces gjainstparish 701 26
Ordinances, sukmissionto president 213 8
Powers and duées 3051171 12
Prohibitions 310 13

Qualifications 303 10- 11

Residency 3(b) 11

Sole autlority to appoint chief admistrative officers, all
directors of departmest4-01(a) 14
Temporaly absence3-0812- 13
Terms3-02 10

Vacancies 307 12

Veto time limitation 3-05(10) 12

PROCUREMENT. See also: FINANCES
Departrrent of finance 404 15i 16
Purchasing 510 24

PROPERTY

Acquiring real propertyon behalf of parish 211 7

Conflict of interest 703 26

Conveying or leasingdnds or property of parish-21 7
Disposing of real or persongbroperty owned by parish-21 7
Inventory of property 404© 15i 16

Maintenance of parish pperty 4050 16

Property taxes in exasauthorized 217© 10

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT OF
Director of public works 405 16



Appointment 405(b) 16
Quialifications 405(b) 16
Responsilities, duties 4050 16
Title 4-05(a) 16

PURCHASNG. See:FINANCES

R

RECREATION. See PARKSAND RECREATION
RETIREMENT. See OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

ROADS, SDEWALKS AND BRIDGES
Constuction and maintemance of 405© 16

S

SCHOOLS
School digrict 7-09(b) 28

ST. BERNARD PARISH CODE

SIGNATURES
Facsimile sigratures 509 24

SUBDIVISIONS
Adopting or modifying subdivision controlsor regulations 211 7

T

TAXATION

Continuation of tax leves 303 30- 31

Lew taxes or assessmts 211 7

Power to levytaxes 217 10

Sales and ge tax

Proposals to levy a new or increas€lZ(d) 10

TECHNICAL CODES
Adoption by reerence2-15 9
Inspectians, licensing, pemit issuance 406© 16- 17

U

UTILITIES
Billing and collection, @ministration of 4-04© 15- 16



w

WATER AND SEWERS

Drainage facilities, constragtion and maintenance o4-05© 16
Operation of parish vater and sewerage districts-@5© 16
Water and sewerage districtsdd(d) 28

Z

ZONING

Adopting or modifying zoning plans 211 7

Coastal bnemanagement 4-06© 16- 17

Inspections, icensing or permiissuarce re4-06© 16- 17
Zoning canmission

Staffing for 4-06© 16- 17

CHARTER *

Article 1. Incorporation, Form of Governnent, ** 1.01-1.07

Article Il. Parish Counadl, ** 2.01-2.18

Article Ill. Executive Branch, ** 3.01-3.10

Article IV. Administration, **4.01-4.12

Article V. Financial Procedures, ** 5.045.10

Article VI. Init iative, ReferendumRecall, and Rmoval by Sit, ** 6.01-6.03
Article VII. General Provisios, ** 7.01-7.09

Article VIII. P ermanent Boards, ** 8.018.06

Article IX. Transitional Provsions, ** 9.01-9.06

ARTICLE I. INCORPORATION OF GOVERNM ENT,
BOUNDARIES POWERS
Sec. 1.01. Hme RuleCharter.

The St. Bernard Paish Home Rule Charter Commission has poposed and
the electors have adopted thistheir home rule charter, under the
authority of the Louisiana Revised Statutes 33:1395 through
33:1395.6. The Brish of St. Bernard (heranafter referred to as the
parish) is therefore a local goven ment subdvision which operates
under a home rule charter and, subject to saidcharter, is authorized
as hereinafter provided to execise any pwer and perform any
function necessary, equisite, or proper for the management of its
local affairs.

Sec. 1.02. Fornof Government.

The plan of government provided by this Home Rule Charter shal be known
as the "presidentcouncil” form of goverrment. It shall consist ofan



eleded courril which shall becalled the St. Bernard Rarish Council
(hereinafter referred to as the ouncil) and shall constitute the
legislative branch ofthe government. It shall also consist ofan eleced
president who shall be alled the St. Bernard Parish President
(hereinafter referred to as the president) and sall head the exeutive
branch.

Sec. 1.03. Boundries.

The boundaries of the garish shal be those in efect as of the effeave date of
this Charter and hall be subject b change thereafter as provided by
law.

*Editor& note-This Home Rule Charter is setout herein as approved
by the voters on

November 8, 1988. Anendments are indcated by history notes appearing in
parentheses ( at the erd of the amended or nev secton. The absence
of such anote indicates that the ction is cerived, unamended, as
approved by the votes on Novenber 8, 1988. Any vords gopearing in
brackets wereadded by the editor for clarity.

1

ST. BERNARD PARISH CODE
Sec. 1.04. Geeral powes.

1

ST. BERNARD PARISH CODE
Sec. 1.04. Geeral powes.

Except as othewise provided by ths Charter, the parish governnent shall
continue to have all ofthe powers, rights, privileges, imnunities, and
authority heretofore possessed by St. Bernard P&h under the
constitution, statutes, and laws of the State ofduisiana. The parish
government shall have and exercissuch other ppwers, right,
privileges, immunities, authority, and fun ctions not inconsstent with
this Charter asmay beconferred on or grantedto a local
governmental subdivision by the constitution, statutes, and lave o
the Stateof Louisiana. More spedically, the parish government shall
have and & granted the iight and authority to exercise any power and
perform any function necessary, requsite, or proper for the
managament of affairs not denied by this Charte and neither denied



by nor inconsistent with the constitution, statues, and laws ¢he State
of Louisiana.

Sec. 1.05. Special powers.

The parish government shall have the right, power, and authority to pass all
ordinances lequisite or necessay to promote, protect, and presewe
the geneal welfare, safety, health, peace, and good order of the
parish, including, but not by way of limitation, the right, power, and
authority to pass ordinances on all shject matter necessary, requige,
or proper for the management of parish affairs, and al other subject
matter without exception, sulject only to the limitation that the same
shall not be inconsistent with the constitution, statues, daws of the
State o Louisiara or with this Charter.

Sec. 1.06. Joint service agreement

The parish government is authorized as provided by state law to entanto
joint service agreementor coopefative efforts with other
governmental agencies ad political subdivisions.

Sec. 1.07. Gender.

Words used inthis Charter that may imply the masculne gender shall
include equally he femnine gender.

ARTICLE II. PAR ISH COUNCIL

Sec. 2.01. Coposition,qualifications, and election.

(a) The legislative power of & Bernard Parish government shall be vestd in
a oouncil congsting of seven (7) @uncilmen. All councilmen shall
servefour (4) year terms. Of the seven (7)auncilmen, five (5) shall be
district councilmen ard shall be eleced by district, one (1) from each
of the five (5) muncilmanic districts. Two (2) of the seven (7)
councilmen shallbe councilnmen-at-large and shal be eleced by a
parish-wide vote.



(b) The five (5)councilmanic digricts shall be drawn in accordance wih
applicable stateand fedeal laws. The councilmanic districts shallbe
evenly dvided, asnearly as practicable, based upopopulation. To
the extent possilde, councilmanic distric ts shall be conpact and be
composed of contiguosterritory.

CHARTER

(c) One (1) courtilman-at-large shall be a resident of the eastarhalf of the
parish (hereinater referred to as @s St. Bernard) and the other
councilman-at-large shal be a resident of the vesten half of the
parish (hereinafter referred to as west St. Bernard). Tle samedata
used to drawthe fine (5)councilmanic districts shall be used to
establish the dvision beween east St. Baerard and west St. Bernard.

(d) All council members shallbe qualified eletors of the parish ard of the
district or parish division from which eleced a the time of
gualification.

(e) All council membersshall have been legally doneiled and shall have
actually resided in S. Bernard Parish for at least two (2) yeas
immediately preceding the time estabished by law for qualifying for
office.

(f) All council members shall continue to be legally donciled and to actually
reside within the districts or parish division from which elected
durin g their terms of office. Shoud the legal domicile and/or acual
resident of a council merber change from the district or parish
division from which eleced, unless chaged by reapportionment, the
office shall auomatically becomevacar. Such a vacancy shalbe
filled as set out in sawn 2.04.

(g) Each candidate for councilman and coucilman-at-large shall bebre
eledion day file with the clerk of court documentationof any financial
interest, direct or indirect, or ownership of stock in any entity doing
business with the parish. Candidates also ost disclose any poposed
contracts with the parish or involvement in the proposed sale of
property, material, supplies, orservices to theparish.



(h)The councilmanat-large from east St. Bernard $all serve as chairman of
the council for the first year of councilmanic busiress and conduct all
council meetings according to Roberté Rules of Order and such rules
of procedure asmay beadopted by the council. The councilman-at-
large from west St. Bernard slall serve as vicechairman for the first
year of councilmanic business. Afer one (1) year of councilmanic
business, the councilmarat-large from west St. Bernard shall becone
chairman of the council andthe councilman-at-large from east St.
Bernard shall becone vicechairman. Thereafter, the positions of
chairman and vice-chairman shall akernate annuwally between the
councilmen-at-large.

Sec. 2.01.1. Tren limitations.

(a) A pason who hasseved as a councilnan representing a courcilmanic
district for mor e thanone and ore-half (1 &fracl2;) terms in two (2)
consecutive terns may not qualify for the office of courcilman
representing a councilmanic district br the next succeedig term.

(b) A person wlo has seved as a councilmarat-large for more than one and
one-half (1 &frac12;) terms in two (2) consecutive terms shallat
qualify for the office of councilman-at-large for the next succeeding
term.

(c) This secion shall apply to each of intial persons eleatd as councilmen or
councilmen-at-large andto ali subsequent persons elead to the
aforesaid offices underthis charter.

(Elec. Of 1616-93, Prop. 1-Res. SBIZ No. 30210-93, 1619-93)

Sec. 202. Reapportionrant.

Following official public ation of each federal casus by the United Staes
Bureau if the Censusfor the area covered by St. Bernard Parish ah
at least six (6)months prior t o the time estabikhed by law for
gualifying for office in the next regular election for council members,
the council by ordinance shall alter, change, or rearrange council
district boundaries so & to provide for population equality among the
district as near as reasonably acticable. To theextent possble,
councilmanic digric ts shall be conpact and be composed of
contiguous territory. If council district bound aries are altered,
changed, or rearranged, the samédetermining data shallbe used to



adjust the division between eastSt. Bernard and west St. Benard.

ST. BERNARD PARISH CODE

Sec 2.03. Forfeiture ofoffice.

(a) A council member dhall forfeit the office if such member during the tam
of office is guilty of any of the following:

(1) Lacks any qualification for the office prescribed by this Charter;
(2) Is convickd of a stat or federal felony;
(3) Violates an expresed prohibition of this Chart er.

(b) Shodd a member of the council &il or be unable to discharge the powers
and duties ofthe office for a period exceding sk (6) mnsecutive
months, the council slall have the authoiity upon the favorable vote
of at least twathirds (2/3) of the remaining members othe council to
declarethe seat of tle courcil member vacant, povided, however,
that the council shall hold a public hearing on the issue prior to any
such declaration.

Sec. 2.04. ¥cancies.

(a) The office of a council member shall become vacant upon dath,
resignation, removal from office in any manner prescribed by law,
forf eiture of office, falure to take the oath ofoffice, or failure to
perform the duties of ofice.

(b) A vacancy on the ouncil shall be filled by appointment of a person
meding the qualifications for office (secton 2.01) by a majority of the
remaining menbers ofthe council. If one (1) yar or less ofthe



unexpired term remains when the vacancy ocurs, the appoirtee shall
serveout the remainder of the term. If the vacancy occurs more than
one (1) yar prior to the expiration of the term, the appointee shall
serveuntil the office is filled by the vote of the quafied eletors

voting in a special &ction called by the councilfor that purpose. Such
an electon shall be held accoding to the imetable and procedures
established ly Louisiana statelaw for the fillin g of vacancies in
eleded local offices.

(c) If th e council does nomake an apmintment as required by this section
within thirty ( 30) days, the appaitment shall be made by the
governor of the Stateof Louisiana.

(d) An appointee filling a councilmanic vacancy shdlbe ineligible as a
candidate for that office in the subgquent eletion for that office.

Sec. 2.05. Copensation

(a) The conpensation ofthe first council members elected undr this Charter
shall be seven thousantivo hundred dollars ($7,200.00) per annum.
The chairman of the courcil shall receiveone thousand two hundred
dollars ($1,200.00) peannum in addition to the regular annual
compensation.

(b) The council may periodically review the corpensation paid council
members andmay charge sameby ordinance, provided that no
ordinance danging any compensation shalbe passe during the last
year of the tams of council members adoptirg the ordinance and
further provided that a change shll not becone effective during the
current term of the council members adopting the ordinarce.
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1 (c) The council stall by ordinance establish a systerf reimbursement for
all elected parish officials and parish enployeeswhereby, upon
presentaion of properly documented expensesncluding but not
limited to receipts, per®nsmay be rembursed for reasonable and
necessay expenses incued in carrying our the official duties of their
office.

Sec. 2.06. Prohibitios.



(a) A council member dall hold no other dected public office, appointed
position in govemment sewice, or be acompensated di cial or
employeeof the parish government or any of its political subdivisons
durin g the tam for which elected to the council. However, council
members may hot the positions d notary public, an officer in the
military s ervice, a memier of a charter commission a delegateo a
constitutional convention or a menber of a poitical party committee.
No former council member shall hold any conpensated appintive
office or enployment of the parish government or any ofits political
subdivisions until one (1) year after expiration of the term of office to
which eleced.

(b) Except as specifically provied in this Charter, neither the council nor
any of its members shal appoint, remove direct, or supervise any
administrative officers and enployees whom he president or any of
his subordinates are empowvered to appoint.

Sec. 2.07. Council metngs ard rules.

(a) The council shall meetregularly at least twice a nonth at intervals of at
least two (2) weeks at such ties and gaces as the countimay
prescribe. One (1) of the regular monthly meetings shall convene no
earlier than 7:00PM. T he council may schedule a regular meeting at
an interval of less than twethirds (2/3) of the total council
membership and public notice given at leasforty-eight (48) hours
prior to the meeting. Special mestings may be held on the call ofthe
president, the presiding officerof the council, or amajority of the
total membership of the council with such notice as may be equired
by the constitution, statutes, ad laws of the Stateof Louisiana. To
med a public emergency affecting life, health, property, or public
safety, the council nay med upon call of the president, the presidirg
officer of the council, or mgjority of the tot al membership of the
council at whatever notice it shall be convenient to give. The call
convening a sgcial or anergency mesting of the council shall state the
objects of the meeting. The powr of nullity to the objects speifically
enumerated in the call.

(b) All meetings of the courcil and its committees shall e open to the pblic
in accordance with the provisionof general state law.

(c) The chairman of the council shallpreside at mestings of the council, ad
in the absence or disqualitation of the chairman, the vie-chairman
shall preside. In the absencer disqualification of both chairman and



vice-chairman, the courtil shall ele¢ by majority vote one () of its
other members as tenporary presiding officer. The temporary
presiding dficer shall be a voting member of the council.

(d) The council shall determine by resolution its own rules and order of
business and shall provide for keeping a journal of its imutes and
procedalings. This journal shall be a public record. All official actions
of the council $hall be published in the dficial journal within thirty
(30) mlendar days ofthe acion taken.
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(e) At all regular meetings ofthe council, the ouncil shall operate from an
agenda which &all be posed in writing and made available to the
public at leag two (2) working days pior t o the meeting. The posted
agenda nay be anended at the meting uponthe favorable voteof
majority of the tot al membership of the council Amendment must be
limited to routine administrative matters which developed between
the time the agenda \as submitted for publication and the scheduled
meding. The agenda for spei@al meetings slall be posted and nade
available to the public in accordance with the constitution, statutes,
and laws of the State of Lousiana. The agenda for enrgency
medings shall be poged and made available to the public as socas
practical prior to the meeing.

() The council hall provide by resolution a pocedure whereby inteested
persons shdlbe given an opportunty to be head at council medings
on any matter relating to parish governnment. Any person shall have
the right to address the council povided that person shall have so
notified the presiding officer in writing prior to t he start of the
meding indicating the topic to be discussed. &h persa shall be
allowed adequate time to address the council.

(9) All voting on ordinances and resolutionsigall be by roll call, and the ayes
and nays shall be reorded in the minutes of the council by the
individual vote of eachcouncil member. Not less thana majority of
the total membership of the @muncil shall conditute a quorum to
transact busness. Ifa quorum is lost duing a meding, a recessmay
be called to conpel the attendance of absent merhners in themanner
and aubject to the penaties prescibed by council rules.



(h) Determination of majority vote or two-thir ds (2/3) vote petaining to
ordinance shall be based on the tat membership of the council.

(i) Determination of majority vote pertaining to resolutions shall be basd on
council members preent.

()) All ordinan ces passed by the council st be restricted to one (1) shject.
Sec. 208. Investigatiors.

The council may ©nduct investigation into the affairs of the parish
government and the related conduct of ary parish official, officer,
employee, department, ofice, or agency and for this prpose may
subpoena witnesses, admister oaths, take tesimony, andrequire the
production of evidence. Investigations shaldll be for a specified
purpose and may be undertaken only after the affirmative vde of a
majority of the tot al membership of the council The vote must be
taken at a regular meding of the council. Any person wto fails or
refuses to obey any lawful order of the council shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and shallbe punished in such nanner as he council
shall fix by ordinance. No ouncil member shdl vote on any mater
under investigation in which said council member has a corlfct of
interest. If three (3) or more ®uncil membersmust disqualify
themsdves, an irvestigation nust be condicted by the parish ethics
board.

Sec. 2.09. Independent audit.

The council shall provide for an amual independent postaudit and such
additional audits as it deens necessary of th accounts andther
evidence of fnancial transaction ofthe parish goven ment, including
those of allparish govemment departments, ofices, oragencies.
Audits may be by the state, othe courcil may designate a private
auditor to make such adits. The council shall stablish a time limit
for completion of audits. Any private auditor shall be without
personal interest in the afairs subject to the audit andshall be a
certified public acoountant or firm of such accourtants. The audit
report shall be submitted to the council at a reguérly scheduled
meding. The report shall be a public reord, and a simmary thereof
shall be published at least oncen the official journal.
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Sec. 210. Courtil employes.

(a) The council stall appoint a clerk of the council wto shallserveat the
pleasure of the council. The clée shall give notice of council neetings
to its members and the public, keep the journal of its procealings and
ordinances, provide forpublishing in the dficial journal , act as
official secreary of the council, andperform such other duties as are
assignel to the position by this Charter orby the council.

(b) The council stall appoint such other

employee as clerical asistants to the clek of t he council as it deers
necessay. The council skall by ordinance fix the salaries of its
employees. Sich salaries shallbe conparable to salaries in the
exeaitive branch for similar work.

Sec. 211. Action requring an ordinance.

(a) An actof the council having the force of law shall be by ordinance. A act
requiring an ordi nanceshall include but not be limited to those
which:

(1) Adopt or amend an adninistrative code;

(2) Provide a ine or other penalty or estabish a rule or regulation for
violation of which a fine or other penalty may be imposed,;

(3) Levy taxes or assessents as provided by law inaccordance wih section
2-17;

(4) Appropriate funds and/or adopt the operaing budgetand captal budget
for the parish government;

(5) Grant, renew, or extend a fanchise;
(6) Provide for raising revenue;
(7) Regulate the rate or other dharges for servie by the parishgovernment;

(8) Authorize the borrowing of money;



(9) Incur debit in any manner authorized by law;

(10) Dispose of any real or personal property omed by the parish
government;

(11) Convey orleas or authorize the onveyarce orlease of any hndsor
property of the parish government;

(12)Acquire real property on behaf of the parish govenment;

(13) Adopt or modify the official parish map;

(14) Adopt or modify the regulations for review andapproval of plans;

(15) Adopt or modify subdivision controls or reguations;

(16) Adopt or modify the zoning phn, maps, and regulations;

(17) Amend or repeal any or ordinance previously adopted;

(18) Propose anendments to this Clarter, subjectto an affirm ative two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the total council merbership and approval by the

eledorate;

(b) All parish ordi nances shallbe codified in acordance with applicable
Louisiana statelaws.

(c) All ordinan ces shall be passedytthe favorable vote of at least a majority
of the total menbership of the council excet as otherwise provided in
this Charter.

(d) A resolution may beused ly the councilfor the purpose of expressing an
opinion as to sone given matteror thing and shall not have the force
of law. A resolution dhall not be subject b the veto authority of the
president.
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Sec. 212. Ordinarces in general.

(a) All proposed ordinances shallbe introduced inwritin g and in theform
required for adoption. Except for codification, the operaing budget,
and captal budget, all proposed ordinances slall be confined to one
(1) subject The subect of proposed ordinances rast beexpressd
clearly in the title.

(b) All proposed ordinances shall le read by title when introduced and
published in the official journal in ful | within ten (10) calendar days
after introduction. Except as otherwise provided insecton 2-14, no
ordinance shall be considexd for final passageauntil at least wo (2)
weeks fom date of introduction and a public hearing has been held
on the ordinance.

(c) With the final approval of ordinances by the president, or the oundil in
the caseof a veto by thepresident, such enacted ordinances shdik
published in full in the official journal by the clerk of the council as
soon as pactical, but not more than twenty-one (21) days theeafter.
Every enacted ordinance, unkss it shall specify anothedate, shall
becomeeffective at expiration of thirty (30) calendar days dter
publication by the council.

Sec. 213. Subnission ofordinances to the presiht.

(a) Every ordinances aadpted by the council shall be signed by the @siding
officer, except that upon failure of the presiding officer to sign the
ordinance, he cleik of the council shallcertify to its passage. The
ordinance shall be preented to he president wthin three (3) calerdar
days ater adoption, excluding Saturdays, Sundys, andparish
holidays.The clerk of the council sfall record upon the ordinance he
date and hour of its delivery to the presicent.

(b) Within ten (10) calendar days after the presidentés receipt of an
ordinance, ecluding Saurdays, Sundays, andparish holidays, it shall
bereturned to the clerk of the council with the presidentss approval
or with the presidenté veto. The clerk shall record upon the
ordinance te date and four of its receipt from the president. If the
proposed ordinance is notsigned or vetoed by tle president within ten
(10) malendar days afer receipt, it shall be considere approved. If the
ordinance has been apmved, it shall ke consideed enacted and
becomeeffective as provided in secton 2-12(c) If th e ordinance is
vetoed, the president slall submit to the council through the clek a
written statement of the reasons or the veto. The veto satement shall



be published in full in the official journal by the clerk as soon as
practical thereafter. All ordinances véoed by the president shall le
vetod in full, except tat the president shall fave authority to veto
individual appropriatio n items in ordinances adofing the operating
budget and the capitalbudget.

(c) Ordinances véoed by the president shall ke submitted by the clerk to the
council no later than the next regular meeting held afer publication
of the veto statemat. Should the council vote not later than the
second regular medhg held after receipt of the vetoal ordinance, to
readopt the ordinance shall ke considere enacted and lecone law
irre spective ofthe veb by the president. The same proature shall
apply to individual appropriation items vetoed by the president in the
operating and captal budgets. Any ordinance eacted in themanner
prescribed above shall lecone effective as proviéd in section 212(c).

(c) The right of the president to veao as provided inthis section shall apply to
all ordinances adopted by theauncil except ordnances for
reapportionment; for amendments to his Charter; f or establishment,
alteration, or modification of courcil procedure; for appropriation of
fundsfor auditing; or for investigation ofany part of the executive
branch.
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Sec. 214. Energencyof ordinances.

(a) To meet a public emegency affecting life, health, property, or public
safety, the council by the favorable votef at least amajority of the
total council membership, may adopt an emegency ordinance atthe
meding at which it is introduced, provided that no sich ordinance
may be used to levyaxes or special asses®ents; grant or extend a
franchise; incur debt, exept as provided insecton 5-04(b); adopt or
amend an offcial map, platting, or subdivision controls or zoning
regulations; or changerates, feespr chargesestabished by the parish



government. Each emergency odinance shall contain a gecific
statement of the emergency claimed.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of sedbn 2-13, any emegency ordinance
adopted by the councilshall be signed by theoresiding officer, except
that upon failure of the presiding officer to sign the ordinance, he
clerk of the council shall cetify to its passage, ard it shall be
presental to the president within six (6) hous after adoption. The
clerk shall record on the enmergency ordnance the date and houof
delivery to the presiden. Within tw elve (L2) hours ater the
presidentés receipt of an emergency ordinance, it shall bereturned to
the clerk of the council with the presidenté approval or with the
presidentés veto. The clerk shallrecord upon the energency
ordinance te date and four of its receipt from the president. If the
proposed ordinance is notsigned or vetoed by tle president within
twelve (12) hours after receipt, it shalbe consideed adopted. Ifthe
emagency ordinance is véoed, the president dhall submit to the
council through the clek a written statement of the reasons for the
veto. Shouldthe councilvote, not later than twelve (12) hours after
receipt of the vetoe emergency ordinance from the peesident, to
readopt the emegency ordinance by the favordle vote of at least a
two-thirds (2/3) of its total membersh